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write to his people in Delhi and get them to take an
interest in you if you went out to India/*
** But what a gorgeous idea! " Olga jumped at the
conclusion that ail Indian potentates, like the Grand
Dukes of Grafburg, loved and understood European
music.
Delighted at the gtrPs mistake, which he resolved to
foster, Ali launched forth into a eulogy of the manner
in which rnaharajas encourage art, and act as patrons of
Europeans singers and instrumentalists. He spoke of
the grand pianos purchased in Europe and shipped to
India at enormous cost. He omitted to state, however,
that the majority of these instruments are never played
upon, never tuned, have broken strings, moth-eaten felts
and rusty frames* Neither did he add that they merely
serve as tables on which are displayed massive silver
frames containing signed photographs of viceroys,
generals, lieutenant-governors and their dames in court
dress, as well as colour portraits of ruling princes laden
with jewellery.
AH further represented all Indian cities as being athirst
for European music. He convinced Olga that by
affording them an opportunity of hearing the master-
pieces of the great composers, she would be supplying a
keen demand, so that the financial, as well as the
artistic, success of her tour would be assured. " There's
only one obstacle," added All sadly, when he considered
that the quicksilver of Olga's enthusiasm had reached a
sufficient height for her to agree to any proposal to avoid
the wreckage of her castles in the air,
" What's that ? " asked Olga timidly.
"Well you know," AH coughed and fiddled with his
dbair to prolong Olga's anxiety, ** you know what the
world is. I hate to mention it, but------" he hesitated,
" Please go on/' said Olga in a voice muffled by dread.
She feared to be engulfed by a breaker of disappoint-
aaeat and gripped the arm of the chair for support.